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A cutting flower garden is a nice addition to the landscape. Select your plants well and you can have bouquets for the house 12 months of the year. The garden will also provide color for the outside landscape and attract butterflies and hummingbirds seeking the nectar the flowers provide.

A raised bed in full sun is the easiest and most productive way to grow a cutting garden. Build the garden one “used railroad tie” or three landscape timbers tall. Cement blocks also work well. Fill in the bed with landscape light mixture or a similar soil mix where compost makes up 25 to 35% of the soil. An 8 ft by 24 ft bed would probably provide enough flowers to satisfy most households. Supplement the flowers grown in the raised bed with blooms from naturalized stands and perennials from other plantings. 
To follow is a list of flower species that work well as cut flowers and should be planted now.  As possible select the varieties that offer the medium to tall stems. The flower stems should have a fresh cut when they are placed in the vase. If they have been out of the garden or vase for more than 10 or 15 minutes re-cut the stem. For longest life replace the water every day in the vase. A teaspoon of sugar in a pint of water seems to extend the life of the cut flowers.

· Snapdragons are a favorite cutting flower in the winter garden. Plant them as transplants   for early winter and spring bloom periods. The mid-size snapdragons such as Sonnet work as a cut flower but the best variety is Rocket. Rocket grows to 30 inches tall and produces large, bright red, yellow, white, pink, and blue, and bi-color bloom heads that make showy bouquets. The plants are top heavy and subject to wind damage. To reduce lodging, grow them in rows 5 or 6 deep. It is also effective to plant Rocket snapdragons in 5gal. or larger containers supported by a tomato cage. 
· The stocks available as transplants in area nurseries are the Harmony selection. They only grow to 14 inches tall but they produce pastel blooms for cut flowers that have a very pleasant spicy fragrance. Calendula are another cool weather annual that can be planted now to produce cut flowers this winter and in the spring. Calendula blooms resemble dense daisies. They are yellow or gold. 
· Larkspurs have long stems of blooms in deep purples, blues, white, and pink. They can be seeded in the fall (now) like a wildflower or planted as transplants in early spring. They naturalize well in a raised bed garden.

· Wildflower mixes that can be planted now include several species of flowers such as coreopsis, bluebonnets, coneflowers, and Mexican hat that can be harvested from vacant lot plantings and used for cut flowers. 

· Sweet peas are my favorite cut flower. They are fragrant and have a large offering of outstanding basic and pastel colors. Unfortunately, they are not the easiest flower to grow in South Texas. They do not like extremely cold or hot weather. Plant the seeds now through February for   six to twelve weeks of bloom in March and April depending how long the weather stays mild. Use a formal trellis or make a temporary planting site with tomato cages. 
One of the best tools for managing a cutting flower garden is to prepare a spreadsheet that lists all the plants, when they bloom and when they must be planted to produce flowers for cutting 12 months of the year. In next week’s column we will provide an example of a cutting flower spreadsheet that includes the flowers described in this column plus other flowers to consider  such as roses, zinnias, sunflowers, cosmos, marigolds, iris, daffodils, daylilies, paperwhites, and gladiolus,

